SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
Let us take the facts as they stand.
The disease prevails in epidemic pro-
portions in Canada, Mexico, and Eng-
land. The journey from these countries
to the United States varies from a few
days to a week. The incubation period
of smallpox is never less than five days
and usually is ten or twelve days. There
is, therefore, no way to prevent the en-
trance of the infection through our ports.
Quite aside from the possible entry of
any fresh infection from abroad, the
present conditions in this country should
be sufficient to convince us that we can
no longer maintain our complacency.
The disease is here; endemic in some
states, epidemic in others. Although it
is mostly of the mild type, yet it has lost
none of its killing power, and there is
scant solace or security in the fact that
the virulent form is limited to a few out-
breaks. It seems an anachronism, if not
an arraignment of our civilization, that a
disease against which we possess a sure
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